16          EDUCATION  AS A SOCIAL FACTOR
demands   for  its success   a high  degree of
education in the people, and where it has
failed, it has failed in part through lack of that.
Autocracy demands no such education, indeed
is better without it    In this country,, perhaps
more by good fortune than by good manage-
ment, we have preserved a democratic system :
and an influential contributory factor to that
preservation has been the series of Education
Acts  which  have  found  their  way  to  the
Statute book since the Reform Bills of last
century*   Extensions of the franchise are bound
to be followed, if they are not to be a danger
to the  State,  by extensions of educational
opportunity.   Since   the   extensions   of  the
franchise which came as a result of the war,
there has been marked educational advance,
and the attempt to-day to raise the school age
to fifteen is in part a consequence of what was
done then.   There is no political party in the
State to-day that would cut down educational
facilities: parties of the advanced Left might
redistribute them, but the redistribution would
be aimed at making the best available for
a greater number of people  or for  those
best able to benefit by it.   We must, then